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ARGUMENTS 


On Born SIDES the 


QUESTION 


IN TUR 


InTRICATE AFFAIR 
| oF 
ELIZABETH CANNING, 


Who hath ſworn that ſhe was robbed, and almoſt 
ſtarved to Death, by a Gang of Gipſies, and other 
Villains, in January laſt; for which one Mary 
SQUIRES received Sentence of Death at the Seffions 


at the Old- Bailey, and SUSANNAH WELLS was burnt 
in the Hand. 
CONTAINING 
All the FAC T8, as they have been affirmed, denied, 
or variouſly related, during the Diſpute, Whether the ſaid 
ELIZABETH Canninc ! is, or is not, an Impoſtor. 


With the exact E Feier of Eliz. Canning, and Mary Squires, 
the Gipſj-Moman. 
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As Stated by Mr. Juſtice Fl EL DIN Gy 


LizaBETH CanxixncG, a young Girl of 18 Years of 
Age, who lived at Aldermanbury Poſtern, in the City 
of London, declares, That on Monday the 1ſt of Ja- 
= nuary laſt ſhe went to ſee her Uncle and Aunt, who are 

People of a very good Character, and who live at Saltpetre- 
” Bank, near Roſemary- Lane; that having continued with them 

*fill towards Nine in the Evening, her Uncle and Aunt, it being 


4 late, walked a great Part of the Way home with her; that ſoon. 
4 after ſhe parted with them, and came oppoſite to Bethlehem-Gate 
io Meor-Fields, the was ſeized by two Men, who, after robbing 


ber of Half-a-Guinea in Gold, and 3 s. in Silver, of her Hat, 
> Gown, and Apron, violently dragged her into a Gravel-Walk 
that leads down to the Gate of Bublehem-Hoſpital, about the 
+> Middle of which one of the Men, after threatening to do for 
ber, gave her a violent Blow with his Fiſt on the Right Temple, 
> that threw her into a Fit, and entirely deprived ber of. her Sen- 
= ſes. Theſe Fits, ſhe ſays, ſhe bath been accuſtomed to; that 
2X they were firſt occaſioned by the Fall of a Cieling on her Head ; 
38 that they are apt to return upon her whenever the is frightened, 
© and that they ſometimes continue for fix or ſeven Hours; that 
when ſhe camg to herſelf, ſhe perceived that two Men were hur- 
ry ing her along in a large Road-Way, and that; in a little Fes 
„ 3 NS after 
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ulter ſhe was recovered, ſhe was able to walk alone; however, 
they ſtill continued to pull and drag her along; that ſhe was ſo 
intimidated by their Uſage, that ſhe durſt not call out, nor even 
ſpeak to them; that, in about half an Hour after the Reco- 


very of her Senſes, they carried her into a Houſe, where ſhe ſaw 


in the Kitchen an old Gipſy Woman and two young Women ; that 


the old Gipſy Woman took hold of her by the Hand, and pro- 


miſed to give her fine Cloatbs, if ſhe would go their Way, which 
Expreſſion ſhe underſtanding to mean the becoming a Proftitute, 


ſhe utterly refuſed to comply with; upon which the old Gipſy 


Woman took a Knite out of a Drawer, and cut the Stays off 
this Elizabeth Canning, and took them away from her, at which 
Time one of the Men likewiſe took off her Cap, and then both 
the Men went away ; that ſoon after they were gone, and about 
an Hour after ſhe had been in the Houſe, the old Gipſy Woman 
forced her up an old Pair of Stairs, and pufhed her into a Back- 
Room like a Hay-Loft, without any Furniture whatſoever in the 


ſame, and there locked her up, threatening that, if ſhe made 


the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, ſhe, the old Gipſy Woman, would 
come up and cut her Throat; and then faſtened the Door, and 
went away. She ſays, that when it was Day-light, upon her 


looking round to ſee in what diſmal Place ſhe was confined, ſhe 
diſcovered a large black Jug, with the Neck much broken, filled 
with Water, and feveral Pieces of Bread, amounting to about 
the Quantity of a Quartern Loaf, ſcattered on the Floor, where 
was likewiſe a ſmall Parcel of Hay. In this Room, ſhe ſays, . 


* 


ſhe continued from that Time till about half an Hour after Four 
o*Clock in the Afternoon of Monday the 29th of the ſame Month 
of January, being in all 27 Days and upwards, without any 


other Suſtenance than the aforeſaid Bread and Water, except 


one ſmall Minced Pye which ſhe had in her Pocket, which ſhe 
was Carrying home as a Preſent to her little Brother. She like- 
wiſe ſays,” that ſhe had ſome Part of this Proviſion remaining on 
the Friday before ſhe made her Eſcape, which ſhe did by break- 
ing out at a Window of the Room or Loft in which ſhe was con- 
fined, and whence having eſcaped, ſhe got back to her Friends 
in London in about fix Hours, in a moſt weak and miſerable Con- 
dition, being almoſt ſtarved to Death, and without ever once 
ſtopping at any Houſe or Place by the Way. She likewiſe ſays, 


that during her whole Confinement no Perſon ever came near her 


to aſk her any Queſtion whatever, nor did ſhe ſee any belonging 
to the Houſe more than once, when ons of the Women peeped 


through 
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through a Hole in the Door; and that ſhe herſelf was afraid to 
call or ſpeak to any one. All this ſhe hath ſolemnly ſworn be- 
fore a Magiſtrate, and in a Court of Juſtice. 

Such is the Narrative of Elizabeth Canning, and a very ex- 
traordinary Narrative it is, conſiſting of many firange Particu- 
lars, reſembling rather a wild Dream than a real Fact. Ff, It 
doth not well appear with what Motive theſe Men carried this 
poor Girl ſuch a Length of Way, or, indeed, that they had any 
Motive at all for ſo doing. Seconaly, That they ſhould be able 
to do it is not very eaſy to believe; I do not mean that it is not 
within the Strength of two Men to carry a little Girl (for ſo ſhe 
is) ten Miles ; but that they could do this without being met, 
oppoſed, or examined, by any Perſons in the much frequented 


2 Roads near London, is extreamly ſtrange and ſurpriſing. Thirdly, 


The Gipſy Woman doth not ſeem to have had any ſufficient 
Motive to her Proceedings, If her Deſign was to make a Proſti- 
tute, or. a Gipſy, or both, of this poor Girl, ſhe would, in all 
Probability, have applied to her during her Confinement, to try 
what Effect that Confinement had produced. If her Deſign was 
Murder, ſhe had many eaſier and better Ways than by ſtarving 


or if ſhe had choſen this Method of deſtroying the Girl, it ſeems 


impoſſible to account for the conveying to her that Bread and 
Water, which could ſerve for no otker Purpoſe but to Jengthen 


out the Miſery of a Wretch, againſt whom the Gipſy Woman 
had, as appears, no Foundation whatever of Anger or Revenge, 

and might have increaſed the Danger of diſcovering the whole 
> Villainy, Fourthly, That Elizabeth Canning herſelf ſhould have 

> ſurvived this Uſage, and all the Terrors it muſt have occaſioned, 
and ſhould have been kept alive with no other Suſtenance than 
What ſhe declafes ſhe had, are Facts very aſtoniſhing, and almoſt 
incredible. Fifthly, That ſhe ſhould ſo well have huſbanded her 
> ſmall Pittance as to retain ſome of it till within two Day of her 
; Eſcape, is another very ſurpriſing Circumſtance, Siætbly, That 


ſhe ſhould undergo all this Hardſhip and Faſting without attempt- 
ing ſooner to make her Eſcape, or without perceiving the Poſſi- 


2 bility of making it in the Manner in which ſhe at laſt ſays ſhe did 
effect it, ſeems to be no leſs ſhocking to Reaſon and common 


Senſe. Laſtly, That at the Time when ſhe dates this Eſcape, the 
ſhould have Strength ſufficient left, not only to break her Priſon 
in the Manner ſhe declares, but to walk 11 or 12 Miles to her own 

Home, is another Fact which may very well ſlagger our Belief, 


and is a proper Cloſe to this ſtrange, unaccountable, and ſcarce 
credible Story, B 2 Thus 


W 


Thus have I ſet the ſeyeral Particulars of this Narrative in as 
ſtrong a Light againſt the Relater, and in one as diſadvantageous 


to the Credibility of her Relation, as IJ think they can fairly be 4 


placed. Certain it is, that the Facts ſeem at firſt to amount to the 
very higheſt Degree of Improbability, but I think that they do 
not amount to an Impoſſibility; for as to thoſe Objections which 
ariſe from the Want of a ſufficient Motive in the Tranſactors of 
this cruel Scene, no great Streſs I think can be laid on theſe. I 
might aſk what poſſible Motive could induce two Ruffians, who 
were executed laſt Winter for Murder, after they had robbed a 
poor Wretch who had no Reſiſtance, to return and batter his 
Skull with their Clubs, till they fraQured it in almoſt twenty 
different Places. How many Cruelties, indeed, do wedaily hear 
of, to which it ſeems not eaſy to aſſign any other Motive than 
Barbarity itſelf? In ſerious and ſorrowful Truth, doth not 
Hiſtory, as well as our own Experience, afford us too great Reaſon 
to ſuſpect, that there is in ſome Minds a Senſation directly oppoſite 
to that of Benevolence, and which delights and feeds itſelf with 
Acts of Cruelty and Inhumanity ? And if ſuch a Paſſion can be 
allowed any Exiſtence, where can we imagine it more likely to 
exiſt than among ſuch People as theſe. | 
Beſides, though to a humane and truly ſenſible Mind ſuch 
Actions appear to want an adequate Motive, yet to Wretches 
very little removed, either in their Senſations or Underſtandings, 
from wild Beaſts, here may poſſibly appear a very ſufficient 
Motive to all that they did ; ſuch might be a Deſign of increaſing 
the Train of Gipſies or of Whores in the Family of Mother 
Wells. One of theſe appears to have been the Deſign of the 
Gipſy Woman from the Declaration of Elixabeth Canning, who, 
if ſhe had ſaid nothing more improbable, would certainly have 
been intitled to our Belief in this, though this Deſign ſeems after- 
wards not to have been purſued. In ſhort, ſhe might very 
poſſibly have left the Alternative, with ſome Indifference to the 
Girl's own Option; if ſhe was ſlarved out of her Vittue, the 
Family might eafily apprehend ſhe would give them Notice ; if 
out of her Life, it would be then Time enough to convey her 
dead Body to ſome Ditch or Dunghill, where, when it was 
found, it would tell no Tales: Poſſibly, however, the Indifference 
of the Gipſy Woman was not ſo abſolute, but that ſhe might 
prefer the Girl's going her Way, and this will account for her 
conveying to her that Bread and Water, which might give tbe 
poor Girl a Jonger Time to deliberate, and conſequently the 
PR Loye 
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3 ove of Life might have a better Chance to preyail over the 
Love of Virtue. 


be bo much for the firſt and third Objection ariſing from the Want 
the pf Motive, from which, as I obſerved above, no very powerful 
do arguments can be drawn in the Caſe of ſuch Wretches: As to the 
ich ſecond ObjeQion, though I mentioned it as I would omit none. 
3 of the Reader, I preſume, will lay ſo little Weight upon it, that it 
I "would be waſting Time to give it much Anſwer. In Reality, 
tho | Darkneſs of the Night at that Seaſon of the Year, and when it 
d a 2 within two Days of the New Moon, with the Indifference 
his pf moſt People to what doth not concern themſelves, and the 
nty Terror with which all honeſt Perfons paſs by Night through the 
ear Roads near London, will very ſufficiently account for the Want 
Jan | 8 all Interruption to theſe Men in their Conveyance of the poot 
not Girl. | 
ſon With regard to the fourth Objection, How ſhe could ſurvive 


fite this Uſage, &c. ? I leave the Degree of Probability to be aſcer« 
ith | | tained by the Phyſicians : Poſſible, I think it is, and I contend 
be 5 for no more, I ſhall only obſerve here, that ſhe barely did ſurviye 
to it, and that ſhe, who left her Mother in a plump Condition, 

returned ſo like a Spectre, that her Mother fainted away when 


ach the ſaw her; her Limbs were all emaciated, and the Colour of 
beg her Skin turned black, ſo as to reſemble a State of Mortification ; 
gs, der Recovery from which State fince, is a Proof of that firm and 
ent found Conſtitution, which ſupported her, if ſhe ſays true, under 
ing all her Miſery. | 

her A s to the fifth Objection, ſhe anſwers, That the cruel Uſage 
the he had met with, and the Condition ſte ſaw herſelf in, ſo 
ho, —_ both her Mind and Body, that ſhe eat ſcarce any Thing 


ave _Quring the firſt Days of her Confinement, and afterwards had ſo 
er- Ettle Appetite, that ſhe could ſcarce ſwallow the hard Morſels 
ry which were allotted her. 

the The fixth Objection bath, in my Opinion, fo little in it, that 
the bad I not heard it inſiſted on by others, I ſhould not myſelf have 


- if advanced it; common Experience every Day teachetk us, that 
her we endure many Inconveniencies of Life, while we overlook 
was thoſe Ways of extricating ourſelves, which, when they are diſ- 
nce eovered, appear to have been, from the firſt, extremely eaſy and 
ght © Zobvious, The Inference which may be drawn from this Obſer- 


her vation, a moderate Degree of Candor will oblige us to extend 
very far in the Caſe of a poor ſimple Child, under all the Cireum- 
— ances of Weakneſs of Body, and Depreſſion and Contuſion of 


Spirits, 


/ 


be believed: In all Caſes, indeed, the Weight of Evidence ought - 4 


2 
| (6) Thi 
Spirits, till Deſpair, which is a Quality that is ever increaſing az : 
its Object increaſes, grew to the higheſt Pitch, and forced her to 
an Attempt, which ſhe had not before had the Courage to under. 5 
As to her accompliſhing this, and being able to eſcape to her 1 
Friends, the Probability of this likewiſe I leave to the Diſcuſſion 
of Phyſicians: Poſſible it ſurely is, and I queſtion very much, 2 
whether the Degree of Deſpair, which I have juſt mentioned, 
will not even make it probable ; fince this is known to add no leſi 
Strength to the Body than it doth to the Mind, a Truth which 
every Man almoſt may confirm by many Inſtances. 
But if, notwithſtanding all I have here ſaid, the Narrative 
ſhould ſtill appear ever ſo improbable, it may yet become a pro. 
per Object of our Belief, from the Weight of the Evidence; for! yu 
there is a Degree of Evidence, by which every Fact that is not 
zmpoſſible to have happened at all, or to have happened in the can 
Manner in which it is related, may be ſupported, and ought to 


to be ſtrictly conformable to the Weight of Improbability ; and 
when it is ſo, the wiſer a Man is, the ſooner and eaſier he wil 
believe. To ſay Truth, to judge well of this Conformity is what 
we truly call Sagacity, and requires the greateſt Strength ani 
Force of Underſtanding. He, who gives a haſty Belief to wha @h 
is firange and improbable, is guilty of Raſhneſs ; but he is muck gh 
more abſurd, who declares that he will believe no ſuch Fact on hy 
any Evidence whatever. The World are too much inclined to ſtap 
think, that the Credulous is the only Fool; whereas, in Truth, fas 
there is another Fool of a quite oppoſite CharaQer, who is much ml 
more difficult Yo deal with, leſs liable to the Dominion of Reaſon, 1 
and poſſeſſed of a Frailty more prejudicial to himſelf, and often 80 
more detrimental to Markind in general, the 

To apply this Reaſoning to the preſent Cafe, as we have, it ghe 
hoped, with great Fairneſs and Impartiality, tated all the Im. Juf 
probabilities which compoſe this Girl's Narrative, we will now wal 
conſider the Evidence that ſupports them. And when we have 


| 


done this, it will poſſibly appear, that the credulous Perſon is be Jin 


who believes that E/izabeth Canning is a Liar. oy 
Firſt then, there is one Part of this Story, which is inconteſta - mai 
bly true, as it is a Matter of publick Notoriety, and known by wal 
almoſt every Inhabitant in the Pariſh where her Mother dwells. ! 
This is, that the Girl, after the Abſence of a Month, returned 
on the 25th of January, in the dreadful Condition above o_—_ ba 
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85 TT _. 
is being an eſtabliſhed Fact, a very fair Preſumption follows, - 
that ſhe was confined ſome-where, and by ſome Perſon ; that: 
is Confinement was of equal Duration with her Abſence ; that 
"the was almoſt ſtarved to Death; that ſhe was confined in a Place, 
under. nence it was difficult to make her Eſcape ; that, however, this 
Eſcape was poſſible; and that, at length, ſhe actually made it: 
| theſe are Circumſtances, which ariſe from the Nature of the. 
ſcuſſon ga itſelf. They are what Tully calls Evidentia Rei, and are 
Wl than the poſitive Teſtimony of any Witneſles ; they do, 
ingeed, carry Conviction with them to every Man, who hath 
pacity enough to draw a Concluſion from the moſt ſelf-evident 
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no leſs] 
| which! bemiles, ; KP. " 
"> Theſe Facts being eſtabliſhed, I ſhall oppoſe Improbability ta 
arrative Iprobability ; and firſt I begin by aſking, Why did this Gul 
a pro. qamceal the Perſon who thus cruelly uſed her? It could not be a. 
| 8. 3 for among all the Cruelties, by which Men have become 


ce ; for! 


t is not {famous in their Commerce with Women, none of this Kind 
in the %, I believe, be prdouced. What Reaſon, therefore, can be 
ught u ned for this great Degree of more than Chriſtian Forgiveneſs _ 
e ought ſuch barbarous Uſage, is to me, I own, a Secret; ſuch For- 
y 3 * weneſs, therefore, is, at leaſt, as great a Degree of Improbabi · 

e wil 


as any which can be found, or which can be feigned in her 
Mrrative. ED . Pp 
again, What Motive can be invented for her laying this heavy 
to what Oh rge on thoſe who are innocent? That Street robbers and 
is much Mpfies, who have ſcarce even the Appearance of Humanity, 
F aQ on Muld be guilty of wanton Cruelty without a Motive, hath greatly 
lined to agered the World, and many have denied the Probability of 
Truth, Ma Fat: Will they then imagine, that this Girl hath come 
is much mitted a more atrocious Crime, by endeavouring to take away the 
Reaſon, Lives of an old Woman, her Son, and another Man, as well as 
d often te zuin another Woman, without any Motive whatever? Will 
believe this of a young Girl, hardly 18 Years old, who hach 
ve, ich ig unanimous Teſtimony of all, who ever knew her from het 
the Im. Infancy, to ſupport the Character of a virtuous, modeſt, ſober, 
vill nou l diſpoſed Girl ; and this Character moſt inforced by thoſe 
we hare o know her beſt, and particularly by thoſe with whom ſhe hach 
ſon is bt lined in Service, wo | i 
As to any Motive of getting Money by ſach an Attempt, 
conteſta · mgthing can be more groundleſs and evidently falſe than the Sug- 
10wn by ion; the Subſcription which was propoſed and publicly 
r dwells. Myertiſed, was thought of long after the Gir.'s Return to her 
returned * Motker, 
leſcribd. 
This 


is what 
7th and 


(8) 0 


Gipſy Woman, and the reſt, if a falſe one, was abſolutely with: 


much higher than that to which it is oppoſed, as the Crim 

would be bigher, ſince it would be more deliberate, in the Git 
and as her Character is better than that of Street-Robbers au 
Giphes. | 


* 


Story full of Variety of ſtrange Incidents, and worthy the Inve: 
tion of ſome Writer of Romances, in many of which we fi 


Girl is a Child in Years, and yet more ſo in Underſtanding, wit 


third Improbability. 


. Degree of Aſſurance to ſupport ; and that in large Aſſen 


from the latter, as it was accompanied with ſuch a Shew 0 
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Mother, upon which Return ſhe immediately told the Story , 

the Preſence of Numbers of People, with all the Circumſtanca 
with which ſhe bath fince, without any Variation, related! 
The real Truth is, that this Subſcription was ſet on foot by ſever: 
well-diſpoſed Neighbours and very ſubſtantial Tradeſmen, j 7 
order to bring a Set of horrid Villains to Juſtice, which the! 
appeared (as it hath fince proved) to be a Matter which would“! 
attended with conſiderable Expence, nor was any Reward to th © 
Girl then thought of; the firſt Propoſer of which Reward wa: 
Noble and Generous Lord, who was preſent at the laſt Exani, ; 
nation of this Matter in Bow*freet : So that this Charge of .! 
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out any Motive at all. A ſecond Improbability which riſes 2 


* 


ſuch kind of ſtrange Improbabilities that are the Productions oſi Fi 
fertile, though commonly a diſtempered, Brain; whereas th 


A Fourth ſeems to me to ariſe from the Manner in which tt 
poor ſimple Girl hath ſapported this Story; which, as it requit 7 
the higheſt Degree of Wickedneſs of Heart, and ſome tolerab! 7 
Goodneſs of Head to have invented, ſo doth it require no ſmi 7 


Decenc), 
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Again, as the Girl can ſcarce be ſuppoſed wicked enough, {ol ©} 
am far from ſuppoſing her witty enough to invent ſuch a Story; 


all the evident Marks of Simplicity that I ever diſcovered ini 
human Countenance ; and this I think may be admitted to bee 


blies of Perſons of a much higher Degree than ſhe Þ# 
ever before appeared in the Preſence of: Before Noblems 7 
and Magiftrates, and Judges, Perſons who muſt have inſpirt' 7 
a Girl of this kind with the higheſt Awe, Before all tht 7 
ſhe went through her Evidence without Heſitation, Confuſion, 7 
Trembling, Change of Countenance, or other apparent Emotin 7 
As ſuch a Behaviour could proceed only from the higheſt In 
pudence, or moſt perfe& Innocence, ſo it ſeemed clearly to arll 


74.8 


# 3% EE Ps 
Decency,Modeſty,and Simplicity, that if theſe were affected, which 
thoſe who diſbelieve her muſt ſuppoſe, it muſt have required no 
only the higheſt Art, but the longeſt Practice and Habit to brin 
it to ſuch a Degree of Perfection. | ; 
A Fifth Improbability is, that this Girl ſhould fix on a Place ſa 
far from home, and where it doth not appear ſhe had ever been 
before. Had ſhe gone to this Place of her own Accord, or been 
carried hither by any other than the Perſon ſhe accuſed, ſurely 
Mother Wells would have told this, as it muſt have acquitted her 
of the Fact laid to her Charge, and would indeed have deſtroyed 
the whole Character of Elizabeth Canning, and of Conſequenee 
have put an End to the Proſecution ; but Mother Wells, on the 
contrary, denied abſolutely that Elizabeth Canning had ever been 
in her Houſe, or that ſhe had ever ſeen her Face before ſhe came 
there with the Peace Officers. | 
In this Point, viz. That Elizabeth Canning was not acquainted 
with Mother Wells, or her Houſe, nor ever there, in any other 
Manner than as ſhe herſelf hath informed us, her Evidence flands 
confirmed by the beſt and ſtrongeſt Teſtimony imaginable, and 
that. is by the Declaration of the Defendant Wells herſelf, It is 
true indeed, that as to her being confined there, Wells utterly 
denies ; but ſhe as poſitively affirms, that this Elixabeth Canning 
was never there at any other Time, nor in any other Manner. 


FL From this Point then, ſo eſtabliſhed, will reſult an utter Impoſſi- 


bility ; for, unleſs this poor Girl had been well acquainted with 
the Houſe, the Hay-Loft, the Pitcher, Ac. how was it poſſible 
that ſhe ſhould deſcribe them all ſo very exactly as ſhe did, at her 


Return to her Mother's, in the Preſence of ſuch Numbers of 


People? Nay, ſhe deſcribed, likewiſe, the Proſpect that appeared 
from the Hay-Loft, with ſuch Exactneſs as required a long Time 
to forniſh her with che Particulars of it. 


Upon the Return of Elizabeth Canning to her Mother's Houſe 


in the Manner above ſet forth, and upon the Account which ſhe 


gave of her unprecedented Sufferings, the viſible Marks of which 
then appeared on her Body, all her Neighbours began to fire with 


Reſentment againſt the ſeveral Actors concerned in ſo cruel a 


Scene; and preſently ſome of the moſt ſubſlantial of theſe Neigh- 
bours propoſed to raiſe a Contribution: amongſt themſelves, in 


order, if poſſible, to bring the Villains, Who had injured this 


poor Girl, to exemplary Jullice : As ſoon, therefore, as ſhe was 
able to bear the Journey, they put her into a Chaiſe, and, taking 


with them proper Peace-Officers, conveyed the Girl along the 
Ry CG 


Hertford 


(10) 


Hertford Road, to ſee if ſhe was able to ttace out the Houſe 


where ſhe had been confined ; for ſhe at that Time knew not the 
| Ed of the Place, nor could ſhe ſufficiently deſcribe the Situa- 
ion of Wellis Houſe, tho” ſhe had before ſo exactly deſcribed 
the Inſide of it. Poſſibly, indeed, ſhe might never have been able 
to have diſcovered the Houſe at all, had it not been for a very 
extraordinary Incident, and this was, that through the Chinks 
or Crevices of the Boards of the Hay-Loft ſhe ſaw, at a Diſtance, 
the Hertford Stage-Coach pals by, the Driver of which ſhe knew, 
tho' he paſs'd not near enough for her to call to him with any 
Hopes of Succeſs; and by this extraordinary Circumſtance ſhe 
came to know that the Houſe ſtood on the Hertford Road. | 
* When they arrived at this Houſe, the poor Girl was taken out 
of the Chaiſe, and placed on a Table in the Kitchen, where all 
the Family paſſed in Review before her : She then fixed on the 
Gipſy Woman, whom ſhe had very particularly deſcribed before, 
and Who is, perhaps, the moſt remarkable Perſon in the whole 
World: She charged likewiſe Virtue Hall, whoſe Countenance 
alſo is very eaſy to be remembered by thoſe who have once ſeen 
1 | | | 206; 7 
The whole Family, however, tho' no more were poſitively 
charged by Elizabeth Canning, being put all into a Cart, were 
conducted before Mr. Ty/ertaker, who is a Juſtice of the Peace 
for the County of Midaleſex; who having firſt examined F/i2a- 
beth Cunning alone, but without taking from her any Information 
in Writing, did afterwards examine all the Parties, and in the 
End committed the Gipſy Woman and Wells, the former for ta- 
king away the Stays from E/izabeth Canning, and the latter for 
keeping a diſorderly Houſe. 

Elizabeth Canning, with her Friends, now returned home to 
her Mother's Houſe, where ſhe continued to languiſh in a very 
deplorable Condition; and now Mr. Salt, the Attorney, who 
hath been employed in this Cauſe, adviſed the Parties to apply to 
Council; and upon this Occaſion, as he hath done upon many 
others, he fixed upon me as the Council to be adviſed with. 
Accordingly, upon the 6th of February, as I was fitting in 
my Room, Counſellor Maden being then with me, my Clerk de- 
livered me a Caſe, which was thus, as I remember, indorſed at 
the Top, The Caſe of Elizabeth Canning for Mr. Fielding'; 
Opinion, and at the Bottom, Salt, Solr. Upon the Receipt of 
this Caſe, with my Fee, I bid my Clerk give my Service co Mr. 
Salt, and tell him, that I would take the Caſe with me into the 

e ; | _ 7 


if 


4 | Country, whither I intended to go the next Day, and deſired he 
 * would call for it on the Friday Morning afterwards ; after which, 
without looking into it, I delivered it to my Wife, who was then 
XZ drinking Tea with us, and who laid it by. | 
My Clerk preſently returned up Stairs, and brought Mr. Sale 
with him, who, when he came into the Room, told me, that 
he believed the Queſtion would be of very little Difficulty, and 
| begged me earneſtly to read it over then, and give him my Opi- 
>, nion, as it was a Matter of ſome Haſte, being of a criminal 
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7 | Nature, and he feared the Parties would make their Eſcape. 
y | T Upon this, 1 defired him to fit down, and when the Tea was 
le ended, I ordered my Wite to fetch me back the Cafe, which I 

then read over, and ſound it to contain a very full and clear State 
it o the whole Affair relating to the Uſage of this Girl, with a 
Il Quere what Methods might be proper to take to bring the Of- 
3x fenders to Juſlice ; which Quere I anſwered in the beſt Manner L 


e, was able. Mr. Salt then defired, that E/izabeth Canning might 
le | of ſwear to her Information before me; and added, that it was the 
very particular Deſire of ſeveral Gentlemen of that End of the 


2n Town, that Y:rtue Hall might be examined by me, relating to 
ber Knowledge of this Affair. i 

ly This Bufineſs I at firſt declined ; partly, as it was a Tranſac- 

re tion which had happened at a; diſtant Part of the County, and had 

ce been examined already by a Gentleman, with whom I have the 

2 Pleaſure of ſome Acquaintance, and of whoſe Worth and Inte- 


on Frity I have, with all, I believe, who know him, a very high 
he Opinion; but principally, indeed, for that I had been almoſt 
ta- © fatigued to Death with ſeveral tedious Examinations at that 
or Time, and had intended to refreſh myſelf with a Day or two's 

= Interval in the Country, where I had not been, unleſs on a Sun- 
to day, for a long Time. | 


ry l yielded, however, at laſt, tothe Importunities of Mr. Salt; 
ho and my only Motives for ſo doing were, beſides thoſe Impor- 
to tunities, ſome Curioſity occafioned by the extraordinary Nature of 
ny the Caſe, and a great Compaſſion for the dreadful Condition of 


the Girl, as it was repreſented to me by Mr. Salt. 


n 2 3 The next Day Eliz. Canning was brought in a Chair to my 
le- Hooſe, and being lead up Stairs between two, the following 


at Information, which I had never before ſeen, was read over to her, 


wo 
N. 
* 


;: when ſhe ſwore to the Truth and ſet her Mark to it. 
of | | | | 
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[72 } 
Middleſex,] The InrormaTION of Eliz. Canning of Alder- 
manbury Poſlern, London, Spinfier, taten upon Oath, 
this th Day of February, in the Year of our Lord 1753. 
Before Henry Fielding, E/q; one of his Majefly's Juſtices 
| of the Peace for the. County of Middlelex. 
This Informart;, upon her Oath, ſaith, That on Monday, the 
Firſt Day of January laſt paſt, ſhe, this Informant, went to ſee 
her Uncle and Aunt, who live at Sa/tpetre-Bank, near Roſemary- 
Lane, in the County of Midgle/ex, and continued with them 
util the Evening; and ſaitb, That upon her Return home, about 
Half an Hour after Nine, being oppoſite. Bethlebem gate in 
Moorfie!ds, (he, this Informant, was ſeized by two Mea {whoſe 
Names are unknown to her, this Informant) who both had brown 
Bob-wips on, and drab-coloured Great. coats; one of whom held 
her, this Informant, whilſt the other, feloniouſly and violently, 
took from her one Shaving Hat, one Stuff Gown, and one Linen 
Apron, which he had on; and alſo, Half a Guinea in Gold, and 
3 *, in Silver; and then he that held her threatened to do for this 
Informant. And this Informant ſaith, That, immediately after, 
they, the ſame two Men, violently took hold of her, and dragged 
her up into the Gravel-walk that leads down to the ſaid Gate, 
and about the Middle thereof, he, the ſaid Man, that firſt held 
her, gave her, with his Fiſt, a very violent Blow upon the right 
Temple, which threw her into a Fit, and deprived her of her 
Senſes, (which Fits, ſhe, this Informant, ſaith ſhe is accuſtomed 
and ſubject to, upon being frighted, and that they often continue 
for fix or ſeven Hours.) And this Informant ſaith, That when 
ſhe came to herſelf, ſhe perceived that ſhe was carrying along by 
the ſame two Men, in a large Road-way : And ſaith, That in a 
little Time after, ſhe was ſo recovered ſhe was able to walk alone; 
However they continued to pull her along, which ſtill ſo intimi- 
dated and frighted her, that ſhe durſt not call out for Aſſiſtance, 


or ſpeak to them, And this Informant ſaith, That in about half N 
an Hour after ſhe had ſo recovered herſelf, they, the ſaid two de 
Men, carried ker, this Informant, into a Houſe (which, as ſhe, ſai 
this Informant, heard from ſome of them, was about Four tb 
o'Clock in the Morning, and which Houſe, as ſhe, this Infor- an 
mant, hath ſince heard and believes, is fituate at Endfie/d-Waſh th 


in the County of Midaleſex, and is reputed to be a very bad and fa 

diforderly Bawdy-houſe, and occupied by on? — Wells, Widow) di 

and there this Informant ſaw, in the Kitchen, an old Gipſeyx at 

W oman, and two young Women, whoſe Names were unknown | bt 
| wo | 
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to this Inſotmant; bat the Name of one of them, this Inſormant 
bath ſince heard, and believes is Virtue Hall, and ſaith, I hat 
the ſaid old Gipſy. Woman took hold of this Infoxmant's Hand, 


| and promiſed to give her fine Cloaths if ſhe. would go their Way; 
| (meaning, as this Informant underſtood, to become a Proſtitute) 


which this Informant refuſing to do, ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſpi 
Woman, tock a Knife out of a Drawer, and cut the Lace of the: 


9 Stays of her, this Informant, and took the ſaid Stays away from 
her:; and one of the ſaid Men took off her Cap, and then the 
'Z ſaid two Men went away with it, and ſhe, this Informant, hath 
never ſince ſeen any of her Things. And this Informant ſaith, 
That ſoon after they were gone, (which ſhe, this Informant, 
believes was about Five in the Morning] ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy 
Woman, forced her, this Informant, up an old Pair of Stairs, 
and puſhed her into a back Room like a Hay-loft, without any, 
Z Furniture whatſoever in the ſame, and there locked her, this In- 
formant, up, threatening her, this Informant, that if ſhe made 


the leaſt Noiſe or Diſturbance, ſhe, the ſaid old Gipſy Woman, 
would cut her Throat, and then fhe went away. And this Infor- 
mant ſaith, That when it grew light, upon her looking round to 
ſee in what a diſmal Place ſhe was, ſhe, this Informant, dif- 
covered a large black Jug with the Neck much broken, wherein 
was ſome Water ; and upon the Floor, ſeveral Pieces of Bread, 


near in Quantity to a quartern Loaf, and a ſmall Parcel of Hay: 


And faith, That ſhe continued in this Room, or Place, from the 


ſaid Tueſday Morning, the 2d Day of January, until about Half 
an Hour after Four o' Clock in the Afternoon of the 2gth Day of 
the ſame Month, without haying, or receiving, any other Suſte- 


nance, or Proviſion, than the ſaid Bread and Water, (except a 


5 {mall Minced Pye, which ſhe, this Informant, had in her Pocket) 
or any Thing to lie on, other than the ſaid Hay; and without 
any Perſon or Perſons coming to her, altho' ſhe often heard the 


Names of Mother and Mrs. Wells called upon, whom ſhe un- 


derſtood was the Miſtreſs of the Houſe. And this Informant 
faith, That on Friday, the 26th Day of Fazzary laſt paſt, ſhe, 
this Informant, had conſumed all the aforeſaid Bread and Water, 
and continued, without having any thing to eat or drink, until 
the Monday following, when ſhe, this Informant, being almoſt 
famiſhed with Hunger, and ſtarved with Cold, and almoſt naked 
during the whole Time of her Confinement, about Half an Hour 
after Four in the Afternoon of the ſaid 2gth Day of January, 
broke out at a Window of the ſaid Room or Place, and got to 


her 
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her Friends in London, about a Quarter after Ten the fame Night, 
in a moſt weak, miſerable Condition, being very near flarved to 
Death. And this Informant ſaith, That ſhe ever fince hath been, 
and now is, in a very weak and declining State and Condition of 
Health; and altho' all poſſible Care and Aſſiſtance are given to 
ber, yet whatever ſmall Natriment ſhe is able to take, the ſame © 

receives no Paſſage through her, but what is forced by the Apo- 
thecary's A ſſiſtance and Medicines. 3 


The Mark of 
E C 


. Savorn before me, f | Elizabeth Canning. 
this 7th of Feb. 


1753, H. FIELDING. 


Upon this Information, I iſſued a Warrant againſt all, who 7 
ſhou!d be found refident in the Houſe of the ſaid Weill, as idle 
and diſorde:ly Perſons, and Perſons of evil Fame, that they Pte 
might appear before me, and give Security for their good Beba- 


viour ; upon which Warrant, Virtue Hall and one Judith Natus * 


were brought before me, both being found at Mother Wel!s's ; A 


when the following Information, which Virtue Hall {aid was ta- 


ken from her own Mouth, was read over to her, and figned with 1 


her Mark. 


The Information of Virtue Hall late of the Pariſb of 
Endfield ia the County of Middleſex, Spinfler, taken upon 
Oath ibis 13th Day of February 1753, before me Henry 
Fielding, £/q; one of his Majeſty's Fuflices of the Peace 
fer the County of Middleſex. ; I 

This Informant upon her Oath ſaith, That on Tze/day the 


ſecond Day of January laſt paſt, about four of the Clock in the 
Morning, a ycung Woman, whoſe Name this Informant hath 


ſince heard is E/iz Canning, was brought (without any Gown, 
Hat, or Apron on) to the. Houſe of one Suſannah Wells of 
Endfield-weſp in the County afbreſaid, Widow, by two Men, the 
Name of one of whom is John Squires, the reputed Son of one 
Mary Squires, an old Giply Woman, who then, and ſome little 
time before, had lodged at the Houſe of the ſaid Suſannah Wells, 
but the Name of the other of the ſaid two Men this Informant 
knows not, ſhe this Informant never having ſeen him before or 
ſince to the beſt of her Knowledge. And this Informant faith, 


That when ſhe the ſaid £/iz. Canning was brought into the 


Kitchen of the ſaid Velis's Houſe, there were preſent the ſaid 
; Mary 


3 


15 
Mary Squires, Jobs Squires, the Man unknowr Katherine 


Sgquires, and this Informant; and this Informant does not recollect 
that any one elſe was in the ſaid Kitchen at that time: And 
ſaith, That immediately upon her the ſaid Ex. Canning's being 
brought in, the ſaid Job Squires ſaid, here Mother take this 
Girl, or uſed Words to that Effect; and ſhe the ſaid Mary 


"©Squires aſked him where they had brought her from? And John 
ſaid from Moorfields, and told his ſaid Mother that they had taken 
ber Gown, Apron, Hat, and half a Guinea from her, to the 
pbeſt of this Informant's Recollection and Belief : Whereupon ſhe 


the ſaid Mary Squires took hold of the faid Elix. Canning 3 
Hand, and aſked her if the would go their Way, or Words to 


that Effect; and upon the ſaid Elix. Canning's anſwering no, 
ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires took a Knife out of the Drawer of the 
Dreſſer in the Kitchen, and therewith cut the Lace of the ſaid 
3 liz. Canning 's Stays, and took the ſaid Stays away from her, 
and hung them on the Back of a Chair, and the ſaid Man 
nknown took the Cap off the ſaid Elix. Canning's Head, and 
hen he, with the ſaid John Squires, went out of Doors with it. 
And this Informant ſaith, That quickly after they were gone ſhe 
the ſaid Mary Squires puſhed the ſaid Elix. Canning along the 
Kitchen, towards and up a Pair of Stairs leading into a large 
Back · room like a Loft, called the Workſhop, where there was 
ſome clay; and whili ſhe the ſaid Mary Squires was ſo puſhing 
per the ſaid E/iz Canning towards the Stairs, ſhe the ſaid 
Fuſannab Wells came into the Kitchen, and aſked the faid Mary 
Squires what ſhe was going to pulh the Girl up Stairs tor, or 
MWoðrds to that Effect, and to the beſt of this Informant's Recol- 
lection and Belief the ſaid Mary Squires anſwered, What is that 
% you, you. have no Buſineſs with it? Whereupon the ſaid 
_ Bu/annah Wells directly went out of the Kitchen into an oppoſite 
Room called the Parlour, from whence ſhe came, as this Infor- 
mant believes. And this Informant faith, That the ſaid Mary 
$4*ires forced the ſaid Elix. Canning up Stairs into the ſaid 
\ Workſhop, and buttoned the Door at the Bottom of the Stairs 
in the Kitchen upon her, and confined her there. And this In- 
Jormant ſaith, 'T hat about two Hours after a Quartity of Water 
in an old broken-mouthed large black Jug was carried up the ſaid 
Stairs, and put down upon the Floor of the ſaid Workſhop at 
She Top of the Stairs, to the belt of this Informant's Recollection 
aud Belief. And this Informant faith, That ſoon after the ſaid 
iR. Canning was ſo put into the ſaid Workibop, and the ſaid 
8 Suſannah 
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all' was returned into the 1 Fobn Squires return'd I 
again into the Kitchen, and took the Stays from off the Chair 
and went away with the ſame, and in about an Hour's time 
returned and went into the Parlour with the faid Suſannah Wells. | 
He: the ſaid John Squires came again into the Kitchen, and then | 
this Informant went into the Parlour to the ſaid Szſannah Well, 
and the faid Suſannah Wells there ſaid to this Informant, Virtue, 
the Gipſy Man (meaning the ſaid John Squires) has been telling 
me that his Mother had cut the Girl's (meaning the ſaid E/:x, | 
Canning's) Stays off her Back, and that he has got them; and 
forther ſaid, I deſire you will not make a Clack of it, for fear it 
ſhould be blown, or uſed Words to that or the like Effect. And 
this Joformant ſaith, That from the Time of the ſaid Elixa betb 
Canning's being ſo confined in the Morning of the ſaid ſecond ©” 
| Day of January in manner as aforeſaid, the the ſaid Elix. Canning 
i was not miſſed or diſcovered to have eſcaped out of the ſaid | 
= Warkſhop until Fegnejday the 31ft Day of the ſame Month of 
January, as ſhe this \Ioformant verily believes; for that to the 
f beſt of this Informant's Recollection and Belief, the was the 
= Perſon that firſt miſſed the ſaid E/iz. Canning thereout. And this): 
Informant ſaith, That the ſaid Saſannab Wells harboured and con- 
i tinged the ſaid Mary Squires in her aforeſaid Howe from the 
ig Time of the ſaid Mary Sguires's robbing the ſaid Elix. Canning 
1 of her Stays until Tu ſday the firſt Day of February laſt paſt, 

b when the ſaid Suſannab Wells, Sarah her Daughter, Mary. 

Squires, John Squires, his two Siſters Katherine and Mary Sguires, 
Fortune Natus, and Sarah his Wife, and this Informant, were 

ppprebended on account thereof, and carried before Juſtice * 
6 Ty/hemaker. And this Informant ſaith, That Fortuae Natus and © 
il Sarah his Wite, to the beſt of this Informant's Recollection and 

1 Belief, bave ladged in the Houſe of the ſaid Saſannab Mell 
about 11 Weeks next before Manday the fifth Day of Februar | 
| * Inſtant, and layed on a Bed of Hay ſpread in the Kitchen at 

Night, which was in the Day-time puſhed up in a Corner therecſ, 
1 and continued lying there, when at home, until Thur/day the ſaid 
| 


wy 
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firſt Day of February when before the ſaid Mr. Ty/beraker, all 
except the ſaid Sy/annah Wells and Mary Squires were diſcharged, 
and then that Evening the ſaid Fortune Natus and Sarah his Wife 
laid up in the ſaid Workſhop where the ſaid Elixabeth Canning 
had been confined, ſo that, as this Informant underſtood, it migh! 
be pretended that they had lain in the ſaid Workſhop for all the 
Time they had lodged in the ſaid Suſannah Wells's Houſe, And 
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Perjury, I gave her ſome little Caution, and told her that ſhe 


Al (7) 


faith, That on the Day on which it was diſcovered that the ſaid 


Elix. Canning had made her Eſcape out of the ſaid Workſhop, 


by breaking down ſome Boards ſlightly affixed acroſs the Window- 
place, the ſaid Sarah, Daughter of the ſaid Suſannah Wells, 
nailed up the ſaid Window place again with Boards, ſo that the 
ſaid Window-place might not appear to have been broke open. 
And laſtly, his Informant faith, That ſhe, this Informant hath 
lived with the ſaid Suſannah Wells about a Quarter of a Year laft 
paſt, and well knows that the ſaid Szſannah Welli, during that 
time, hath kept a very notorious ill- governed and diſorderly 
Houſe, and has had the Character of doing ſo for many Years 
paſt ; and that the ſaid Sz/annah Wells well knew and was privy 
to the Confinement of the {aid Elixabeth Canning. 

Sworn before me, this 1 her 

February 1753. Virtue + Hall. 
H. FIELDING. Mark. 
The Reader will be pleaſed to conſider the Nature of this In- 


formation truly taken in the Manner above ſet down, to compare 


it with the Evidence given by this Virtue Hall at her Tryal, and 
laſtly, to compare it with the Evidence of Elix. Canning, and 
then I am much miſtaken if he condemns either the Judge or 
ury. | — 

After I had finiſhed the Examination of Virtue Hall, one 
Judith Natus, the Wife of Fortune Natus, whom I apprehend to 
belong to the Gipſies, and who was found in the Houſe with 
Virtue Hall, being examined upon her Oath before me, deelared, 
That ſhe and her Huſband lay in the ſame Room where Elizabeth 
Canning pretended to have been confined during the whole Time 
of her pretended Confinement, and declared, That ſhe had never 
ſeen nor heard of any ſuch Perſon 18 Elix. Canning in Wellis 

Houſe, Upon this, Virtue Hall, of her own Accord, affirmed, 
as ſhe doth in her Information in Writing, theſe two Perſons 
were introduced into that Room, to lie there, by Mother Wells, 

to give a Colour to the Defence which Wells was to make, and 


which theſe People, in the Preſence of Virtue Hall, had agreed 
to ſwear to. | | 


Upon this ſome Perſons, who were preſent, were deſirous that 
this Judith Natus ſhould be committed for Perjury, but I told 
them that ſuch a Proceeding would be contrary to Law, for that 
I might as well commit Virtue Hall upon the Evidence of Jadiih 
However, as I confeſs I myſelf thought her guilty of 
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ought to be very ſure of the Truth of what ſhe ſaid, if ſhe in- 
tended to give that Evidence at the Ol4 Bailey, and then dif. 
charged her. | 6 

I then ordered Detainers for Felony againſt the Gipſy Woman 
and Wells to be ſent to the Priſons where they then lay upon the 
Commitments of Mr. Ty/emaker, and thus ended all the Trouble 
which I thought it was neceſſary for me to give myſelf in this 
Affair; for as to the Gipſy Woman or Wells, thoſe who under- 
ſtand the Law well know I had no Buſineſs with them. þ 

Some Days afterwards, however, upon my Return. to Town, 
my Clerk informed me, that ſeveral Noble Lords had ſent to my 
Houſe in my Abſence, defiring to be preſent at the Examination 
of the Gipſy Woman. Of this I informed Mr. Salt, and dehired 
him to bring Elix. Canning and Virtue Hall, in order to ſwear 
their ſeveral Informations again in the Preſence of the Gipſy 
Woman and Welli, and appointed him a Day for ſo doing, of 
which I ſent an Advice to the Noble Lords. | > 

The Priſoners and Witneſſes left the Room while all the Com- 
pany remained in it ; and from that Time to this Day I pever 
Jaw the Face of Virtue Hall, unleſs once when ſhe came before 
me with Canning, to ſee a Man who was taken on Suſpicion of 
the Robbery, and when I ſcarce ſpoke to her; nor ſhould I have 
ſeen Elix. Canning more, had not I received a Meſſage from 
{ſome Gentlemen defiring my Advice how to diſpoſe of ſome 
Money which they had collected, to the Uſe of Elix. Canning, 
in the beſt Manner for her Advantage; upon which Occaſion 1 
ordered her to be ſent for, to meet one of the Gentlemen at my 
Houſe: And had I not likewiſe been informed ſince the Tryal, 
that a great Number of Afﬀidavits, proving that the Gipſy 
Woman was at Abbotſbury in Darſet/ſhire, at the very Time when 
Elia. Canning had ſworn that ſhe was robbed by her at Enfeld- 
aba, were arrived at my Lord Mayor's Office. Upon this I 
ſent for her once more, and endeavoured by all Means in my 
Power to ſift the Truth out of her, and to bring her to a Con- 
feſſion if ſhe was guilty ; but ſhe perſiſted in the Truth of the 
Evidence that ſhe had given, and with ſuch an Appearance of 
Innocence, as perſuaded all preſent of the Juſtice of her Cauſe. 

Thus bave I very minutely recited the whole Concern which 
I had in this Affair, unleſs that after I had diſcharged my whole 
Duty as a Juſtice of the Peace, Mr. Sa/t came again to conſult 
with me concerning the Crime of which Wells was accuſed, and 
the Manner of proſecuting her, upon à Point of Law, 9 
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by no Means a very eaſy one, namely that of Acceſſaries after the 


Fact in Felony, upon which I gave him my Opinion. 

And now having run through the Proceſs of the Affair as far 
as to the Tryal, which is already in Print, I come to lay before 
the Reader that Point of Evidence on which, as I have ſaid, ſo 
great a Streſs ought to be laid, a Point on which indeed any 


Cauſe whatever might be ſafely reſted : This is the Agreement, 


in ſo many particular Circumſtances between the Evidence of 
Elix. Canning and Virtue Hall. That Virtue Hall had never 
ſeen nor heard the Evidence of Elix. Canning at the Time when 
ſhe'made her own Information, is a Fa& ; nay, had ſhe even 
heard the other repeat it once over before a Juſtice of Peace, 
that ſhe ſhould be able, at a Diſtance of Time, to retain every 


particular Circumltance ſo exactly as to make it tally in the Manner 


her Information doth with that of E/iz. Canning, is a Suppoſition 
in the higheſt Degree abſurd, and thoſe who can believe it can 
believe that which is much more incredible than any thing in the 
Narrative of Eliz. Canning. = 
Upon the whole, this Caſe, whether it be conſidered in a 


private or in a publick Light, deſerves to be ſcrutinized to 


the Bottom ; and that can be only done by the Government's 
authorifing ſome very capable and very indifferent Perſons to 
examine into it, and particularly into the alibi Defence of Mary 
Squires the Gipſy Woman. On the one Side here is the Life of a 
Subject at Stake, who, if her Defence is true, is innocent; and 
a young Girl, guilty of the blackeſt, moſt premeditated, and 
moſt audacious Perjury, levelled againſt the Lives of ſeveral 


innocent Perſons. On the other Side, if the Evidence of Elix. 


Canning is true, and Perjury ſhould, nevertheleſs, prevail againſt 
her, an innocent young Creature, who hath ſuffered the mot 
cruel and unheard · of Injuries, is in Danger of being rewarded 
fer them by Ruin and Infamy ; and what muſt extremely aggra- 
vate her Caſe, and will diſtinguiſh her Miſery from that of all 
other Wretches upon Earth, is, that ſhe will owe all this Ruin 
and Infamy to this ſtrange Circumſtance, that her Sufferings 
have been beyond what human Natare is ſuppoſed capable of 
bearing ; whilſt Robbery, Cruelty, and the moſt impudent of 
all Perjuries, will eſcape with Impunity and Triumph ; and, 
therefore, will ſo eſcape, becauſe the Barbarity of the guilty 
Parties hath riſen to ſuch a Pitch of wanton and unattempted 
Inhumanity, beyond all Poſſibility of Belief, 
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In this Caſe, one of the moſt ſimple Girls I ever ſaw, if ſhe 
be a wicked one, hath been too bard for me ; ſuppoſing her to be 
ſuch, ſhe hath indeed moſt groſly deceived me, for I remain till 
in the ſame Error: And I appeal, in the ' moſt ſolemn Manner, 
to the Almighty for the Truth of what I now aſſert. I am at 
this very Time, on this 15th Day of March 1753, as firmly 
perſuaded as I am of any Fact in this World, the Truth of which 
depends ſolely on the Evidence of others, that Mary Squires, the 
Gipſy Woman, IS GUILTY of the Robbery and Cruelty 
of which ſhe ſands convicted ; that the alibi Defence is not only 
a falſe one, but a Falſehood very eaſy to be practiſed on all 
Occaſions, where there are Gangs of People, as Gipſies, c. 
that very foul and unjuſtifiable Practices have been uſed in this 
whole Affair fince the Tryal ; and that Elix. Canning is a poor, 
honeſt, innocent, ſimple Girl, and the moſt unhappy and moſt 
injured of all human Beings, | | | 

In ſolemn Truth, ſo little deſirous am I to be found in the 
right, that I ſhall not be in the leaſt diſpleaſed to find myſelf 
miſtaken. This indeed I ought, as a good Man, to wiſh may 
be the Caſe; ſince that this Country ſhould have produced one 
great Monſter of Iniquity, is a Reflection much leſs ſnocking 
than to conſider the Nation to be arrived at ſuch an alarming State 
of Profligacy, and our Laws and Government to lie in ſo languiſh- 
ing a Condition, that a Gang of Wretches like theſe ſhould dare 
to form ſuch an impudent Attempt to elude publick Juſtice, nay, 
rather to overbear it by the Force of aſſociated Perjury in the 
Face of the whole World; and that this audacious Attempt ' 
ſhould have had, at leaſt, a very high Probability of ſucceeding. 

This is the Light in which I ſee this Cafe at preſent. I con- 
clude, therefore, with hoping that the Government will authoriſe 
ſome proper Perſons to examine, to the very Bottom, a Matter in 
Which the Honour of our national Juſtice is ſo deeply concerned, 
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ELI Z. CANNING, 
Coynſidered by Dr. HILL. 


X11 OME few Days after that Fir/? of January, on which this 
2 3 little ChH4, as thoſe who, deſpairing to convince the Judg- 
ment, attempt the Paſſions, of Mankind, affect to call her, 
ſaid to have been carried away, I find the following Adver- 
"Wſement.in. the moſt Univerſal of the Daily Papers. 
„ Yhereas Elizabeth Cannon went from her Friends, between 
Houndſditch and Biſhopſgate, on Monday laſt, the 1ſt Inflant; 
Betaveen Nine and Ten o Clock; whoever can give any Account 
gybere ſbe is, ſhall baue Two Guineas Reward, to be paid by Mes. 
"Eannon, a Sawyer, in Aldermanbury Poftern ; which awill be a 
"great Satisfadtion to her Mother. She is freſp-calour'd, pitted 


5 
7 


1 


itb the Small- Pox, has a high Forehead, light Eye-brows, about 


ve Foot high, 18 Years of Age, well ſet, had on a Maſquerade 
Purple Stuff Gown, a black Peticoat, a white Chip Hat, bound 
"Round with Green, a white Apron and Handkerchief, blue Stocks 
#25, and Leather Shoes. 
X ** Note, It is ſuppoſed foe was forcibly taken away by ſome 
vil. di ſpoſed Perſon, as ſhe was heard to ſhriek out in a Hack- 
ey Coach ia Biſhopſgate-Street. /F the Coachman remembers an 
ing of the A fair, by giving an Account as above, he ſhall 55 
This is a Circumſtance forgot by the Diſintereſted, and paſs'd 
Per, not imprudently, by thoſe who eſpouſe the Girl; but : 
mu 
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22 ) 
muſt declare that, with me, it has great Weight. Why ſuppo- 
ſed to be taken forcibly away ? Are theſe Tranſactions common 
Or was there any Thing, in the preſent Caſe, to authoriſe ſuch 

an Imagination? To what Purpoſe ſhould ſhe be forced away 
She is not handſome, ſo that the Deſign could not be upon her 
Perſon ; and, certainly, the Dreſs, that is deſcribed ſo largely, 
could not tempt any one to carry her off to rob her; nor was 1. 
neceſſary, ſor that might have been done where ſhe was ſeized; 
nay in the latter Accounts, we are told it was done there. 4 

Who heard her ſhriek ! or what is become of the — 

Coach Part of the Story, no Syllable has ſince been uttered 
Who ſhould know the Voice of a Servant, of no Codegen n ! 
calling, in a ſtrange Part of the Town, from a Coach? What 
muſt the Ruffians have been doing, who ſuffer'd her to ſhriek! 
Or who that heard ſuch a Voice, and did, or*that did not, knoy | - 
the Perſon, would not have ſtopped the Carriage ! How came 
he, who heard ſo much, not to call Perſons to aſſiſt him? Then r: 
are enough in the Streets at Ten o'Clock : Or, where's the | 8 
Coachman ? for Coaches do not drive themſelves, and, certain. 0 
ly, he might be fo und to juſtify the Story. 4 
If a Coach carried her, where, therefore, is the Driver «| 
it? Or, if ſhe was dragged along, how did the People, who 
were taking all theſe Pains, and running all this Hazard, to 9 
Sort of Purpoſe, get her, undiſcovered, through the Tumpikes f . 
The Publick will judge of this early Advertiſement as they think Nadi 
proper: To me the Determination, that ſhould be grounded o 
It, appears too obvious; and, perhaps, in due Time, it wil 
meet with its due Support. nt 
From the Day of this Publication, by which the World wa 

informed that ſuch a Girl was carried off by Ruffians, (a fin wy 
Preparative for what has follow'd !) we hear no more of her 'til 1 
her Return at the End of 28 Days; when ſhe tells her abſurd, aye 
incredible, and moſt ridiculous Story. A Piece of contradictoß T. 
Incidents, and moit improbable Events; a waking Dream; the "a 
Reverie of an Idiot: A Relation that could not be allowed i 5 
Face of Likelihood ; and that would have taken no hold on any 
but as it pleaded to their Compaſſion. 1 

It was not on the Credit of this Story that the nnhappy Creature, 
in whoſe Caſe all theſe Endeavours have been us'd, was con- 
demn'd. Let us not imagine Courts of Juſtice ſwallow ſuch} 
Relations. *Twas on the moſt full Account, given by one, Wo 
declared that ſhe _ ſeen the whole J ranſaQion of which they 
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-|Tourt was concerned to judge. One, who being a Stranger to 
uppo - Ine Accuſer, and a Friend of the Perſons accuſed, declared ſhe 
mon] w the Robbery. This was an Evidence which muſt have been 
ſuch Allowed by any Jury of judicious and unbiaſs'd Men. Now that 
way! e are convinced of the Innocence of the Perſons who were 
n her ondemned upon the Credit paid to this Evidence, we muſt 
rgely knowledge, that human Wiſdom could not, at that Time, 
Was ive diſcovered, nay ſcarce could have ſuſpected it was falſe ; and 


1zed pat while unſuſpected, it had been Injuſtice not to have done 
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TH 


*#ca&aly as was done upon the Trial. 


kney. We are now reviewing that Account in a very different Light: 


ter ed 4 e have now been let into theSecret of its Origin; we have ſeen 
ation, Yer ſince voluntarily declare, that it was falſe and forg'd : Not in 
Whale art falſe, but in the Whole, and that it was the Off pring only 
riek: her Terrors: And tho', actuated from the Influence of the 
knoy ame Apprehenſions, ſhe confirmed it at the Trial, ſhe now 
Ten geclares it, freely and voluntarily declares it, to have been all a 
Ferjury. | | 

s thi She has confeſſed her Motive to the doing this, and that is it 
rtain as ſuch an one, as might well have Effect upon an ignorant 
Preature: This I ſhall conſider at large when I come preſently to 

er ol eat of her Informations. She has declared this to have been 
, who r only Motive; and thoſe who are moſt concerned, do acknow- 
to nd age, that ſhe was very unwilling to give it; and was very 
kes! Withcultly brought to it. What Reaſon could ſhe have to con- 
think dict it? None! To this no one can ſpeak with more Authority 
ed o an I: And I declare ſhe had none. It was to myſelf ſhe 
t wil Fomis'd the Confeſſion. I had no Advantages to offer to her, 
r any Power to terrify: Nor was this done privately ; ſo that 

q wa y gere are Witneſſes who know how free and perfectly twas 
a fin Muntary. I applied to the Lord Mayor, whom, till chat Time, 
er til never ſaw, to receive her Confeſſion : She was ſent for; ſhe 
bſurd, ne de it ; and the Conſequences are natural. Ss 
icton The Lord Mayor had at that Time Proofs in his own Hands, 
the i ſlrong as even this Confeſſion, of the perfect Innocence of the 
wed i Miſerable Convict; and he has fince received innumerable more; 
n an, l more preciſe, and punctual ; more firm and more convincing. 
can be no Reflection on a Court, in which the Determination is 
ature, ade from Evidence, to plead the Cauſe of that Innocency 
scon nich is proved by the afcer-diſcover'd Falſity of ſuch Evidence. 
V ſuch 1 name on the Folly or Malice that pretends it can, even though 
, Wbo pu, Fielding, have pretended it: Nor has any Thing been yet 


Ai publiſhed 
og LES 


128 
Y 
a 


( 24 
publiſhed, more than what paſſed publ'ckly 3 for the Examination j 
before the Lord-Mayor have not been made in Corners. 


This is a Digreſſion, but the Infinuations of bad Men have 1 : 
made it neceſſary. I ſhall return to the Relation. The prettyſ : * 
Innocent, ſuch we would take her to be from the Story, tells u 
ſhe was tempted ſtrongly : She was promis'd fine Cloaths, if fie g 
would go their Way. This is an Account ; and in the Name off | C 
Reaſon let us conſider it. The Phraſe is an odd and unnatural Ie 
one; and the fine Cloaths were to be given. By whom ? By one 990 To 


who hardly had a Covering for herſelf, and in a Place When 4 
every thing ſpoke Beggary : Cnnatural, ridiculous, and abſurd | "0 
There can be no Cauſe aſſigned, why Men ſhould drag her 
many Miles, or why Women lock her up to periſh, without the | 
leaſt Advantage. I wiſh it could be ſaid there appears no End 23 
for which all this might be pretended ; although there could be 
none for which it ſhould be done. z 8! 
Did the prophetick Spirit of her Virtue foreſee exactly the ot 
Length of ker Confinement ? How came ſhe elle to proportion, | F * 
for it's plain ſhe did proportion, her Eating to it? There i, a 
indeed, no Reaſon why ſhe ſhould not have foreſeen it, ſince hal | at 
Duration was at her own Pleaſure. There appears no Cauſe wh m 
the did not make that Eſcape the firſt Night, which ſhe effeclei f fr 
on the lafi Day at Four in the Afternoon: And as it has bees 
thought ſtrange that no one oppoſed the Perſons in the Night i IF pi 
carrying her thither ; I ſhall add, that I think it fill mon N 
ſtrange no one was let into the Story on her Return. He . 
Weakneſs might have made her complain; her Terror ſpeak} 
and even her Countenance muſt have occaſioned Queſtion. Peopł 
could not be wanting to this Purpoſe; for ſhe that could ſer ou . n 
in the Afternoon to walk from Endſield-auaſb to London, muſt be % q 
met, over-taken, or ſeen, by many Hundred Perſons : He it 
Figure was ſingular enough to have drawn the Attention of ſom e 
of theſe, her Aſpect (as you deſcribe it) of them All: The Song "I 
hath been enough ſpoken of to bring ſuch People to atteſt it, ha? I 
there been any ſuch; but if any have appeared, it has not com F 
to my Knowledge. x 
Acts of Cruelty have been practis'd by Ruffians : I grant 10 t 
ſo much, mighty Reaſoner ! But there has been a Motive. TE 1 
worſt of them have never done it otherwiſe : Their own Safe. v 
1 
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is the Common Cauſe, and Cowards are to a Proverb cruel. Bu, 
here Men endanger'd, and not ſecur'd their Safety, by the doing? 
it; and had no End to anſwer when it was done. On the fan] 
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, as have been thoſe of this miraculous Girl; for ſhe was not black 


far) 
Principle, before we can believe the Woman (who has been con- 
demned) would have run the Hazard of her Confinement, when 
they knew an Eſcape ſo practicable, we muſt expect to find ſome 
Motives to their doing it. | | | 
The Cant of the Subſcription was her Virtue, but there muſt 


have been a Face to ſtamp the Price on That: Without it the 


Commodity's not marketable : Naked Virtue is of no Value 


unto the Sort of People theſe have been repreſented. Beſides, 


had there been even this Temptation, the Gipſy, who is 
charged with the Crime, could not have any Intent to anſwer in 
the obtaining of the Sacrifice. She did not keep the Houſe ; and 
it could not be in Friendſhip to Mrs. Vell, for they were 


Strangers. 


The poor Girl left her Mother plump: This, Sir, is your 


7 Account, and this the Partridge-Phraſe by which you expreſs it. 
2 She returned, you ſay, emaciated and black; this was on the zcth 


of Jan. and, on the iſt of February, ſhe went down to Endfeld 


Ny 
1 
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again: As you ſay, again. Never were Tranſitions ſo quick, 


1 1 
| find it as abſurd as the reſt of the wild Story: And there is a: 
+ much Moral Certainty that it is falſe ; invented by bad Men to 
3 ſerve Purpoſes ; and countenanc'd by weak ones who believ'd it. 
43 It does not appear, (unleſs her own contemptible Story can be 
believ'd) that ſhe was confin'd any where, otherwiſe than by her | 
own Conſent : It is not true that ſhe returned in this dreadful 
Condition; nor can it be true, that ſhe could have ſupported Life 
| till ſhe arrived at it, and after that have walked ten Miles im. 
2 mediately, or have been carried as far ſo very ſoon after it. That 
ſhe was not confin'd wire ſhe ſays, is clear beyond all Poſſibility 
of Doubting, and there will remain not the leaſt Thought of it, 
even among her beſt Friends, as ſoon as the Proofs, now in the 
Lord Mayor's Hands, ſhall appear: In the mean Time, I, who 
have ſeen them, ſay it; and have, I hope, ſome Right to be 
believ'd. | bo... 
Where a Girl, like this, could be; and how employed during 
the time; is not difficult to imagine. Not with a Lover certainly, 
ſay you! You would be happy, Sir, if all you beg ſhould be 
allowed you. Not with a Lover, Sir! Eighteen, let me remind 
you, is a critical Age; and what would not a Woman do, that 
had made an Eſcape, to recover her own Credit, and ſcreen her 
Lover. I pretend to no Knowledge of this, as having been the 
Caſe with Reſpect to the Girl of whom I ſpeak ; but, if we are 
to reaſon, let us do it freely; and what appears ſo likely ? 'Y 
+ The Deſcription ſhe gave of the Room in which ſhe had been 
confined, is urged by you to juſtify ; but, Sir, that Circumſtance 8 
alone ought to condemn her. Let me not be underſtood to ſpek 
of that Deſcription, which ſhe gave after ſhe had ſeen it: That 
Subterfuge may ſerve for the Excuſe of thoſe who will be found 
to want it. But let us now enquire with better Judgment: Let 
us, Sir, appeal to that Account ſhe gave before the fitting Alder- 
man, by whom ſhe was firſt examined; and weſhall find it coun- 
tenance the worſt that can be thought againſt her. Obſerve the 7 
Articles. ks | M 
She deſcribed it to be a dari Room, in which ſhe lay upon 
the Board.; in which there was nothing except à Grate with a 
Gown in it; and a few Pictures over the Chimney ; from which 
ſhe made her Eſcape by forcing down ſome Boards, and out of 
which ſhe had before diſcovered the Face of a Coachman, 
through certain Cracks in the Side. | A 
Let thoſe who have ſeen the Room ſpeak whether this was a 
Deſcription of it. They will anſwer No, No, not in _—_ 3 
N Far- 
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particular. Far from being dar4, there are #2vo Windows in it. 
Theſe have Caſements which were unfaſtened, out at which ſhe 
might have e/caped, had ſhe been confined in it; ſo that pulling 
down of Boards to that Purpoſe could not be neceſſary : Out at 
theſe alſo, I ſuppoſe, ſhe might have /zen this Coachman, ſo that 


ſhe needed not to peep through Cracks, There was no Grate in 
the Chimney : So that no-body could have been guilty of this 
moſt houſewifely Trick of putting a Gown in one : Nor were 


there any Pictures over it. Of the latter there was no Probability 


boy. 
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to be any, becauſe the Houſe had no Profuſion of Furniture, and 
this was a Room of Lumber: And it is palpable there could have 
been no Grate in the Chimney of a long Time; for the whole 
Expanſe of it was found covered and overſpread with Cobwebs, 

ork of many Generations of unmoleſted Spiders. Oh 


Providence that aſſiſts in theſe Diſcoveries ! 


But though there was not what ſhe ſaid ſhe ſaw in the Chimney, 


| there was about it, Sir, that which ſhe. muſt have ſeen, had ſhe 


been there, and which, had ſhe been there 28 Days, ſhe muſt 
have ſeen often enough to have remembered it; there was a Caſe- 
ment, put up over the Chimney to be out of the Way : And this 
not newly laid there, for it was alſo fixed to the Wall by Cob- 
webs of long Standing. PE | 

If this were all, Sir, is not this enough to prove ſhe never was 
in the Place? But this is little to the reſt. There was a Quantity 
of Hay, near half a Load, there: Surely too large a Matter to 
have been overlooked, and too important to have been forgotten : 
And there were a multitude of Things befides ; ſome if not all 
of which ſhe muſt have remembered ; but not any one of all 
which ſhe mentioned. 

Some who went firſt down, Neighbours and Men of Credit, 
who went to countenance and to ſupport her, had heard her 
Account of the Room, and when they ſaw it, were convinced 
that her Deſcription did not at all belong to it: They gave her 
up, and they are to be found to ſay ſo. Some who were too 
officious, eager to have the Story true, becauſe themſelves 
believed it, got there before her alſo ; theſe, when they had 
heard the Objections, rode back Part of the Way to meet her, 
and after ſome Converſation with her; after, for, if I may have 
Leave to conjecture from the Circamſtance, that is the leaſt that 
can be ſuppoſed, aſking her if there was not Hay there; that is, 


in Effect, after telling her there was, and that ſhe ſhould have 


{aid ſo; rode back, and, with Huzza's of Triumph, cried they 
EK 2 were 


Lee ate, es On Or nao hed ack, 
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were all right yet ; for ſhe ſaid now there was Hay in the Room, | 
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Was this or could it be an Evidegce of Weight with the Impar- | 


tial? The beſt Way to determine is to aſk one's ſelf the Queſtion, 3 


What would it have been to you who are now reading of it? 1 
But let me call up fairly the reſt of your Arguments : You | 
ſhall not ſay I deal partially with you, by omitting any that ſeem 


to yourſelf of Importance; and you ſhall hear the World ſay, ſo A a 
much I'll anſwer for them, that they are one as important and as MF 


concluſive as the other. ; 


You have ſuppoſed the Girl not 2vicked enough to have deviſed 4 4 
ſuch a Deceit: That, God and her own Heart alone can tell; 8 7 
and neither you nor I have Right to judge of it. But you add, Wk 


and this we both may judge of, That you do not ſuppoſe her wizy 


enough to have invented the Story. 1 give you Joy, Sir, of "*F 


your own Wit, for thinking ſo ! I am very far from eee 
an bigh Opinion of the Girl's IntelleQs ; but ſuch as they are, 
think the Story tallies with them : None but a Fool could have 
deviſed ſo bad a one. Th i | 

You ſay tis worthy of ſome Writer of Romances. I love to 
hear Man talk in Character: No one knows better how much 
Wit is neceſſary to the writing of ſuch Books; and, to do Juſtice 
to your laſt Performance, no Man has proved more fully, with 
how ſmall a Share of ir, they may be written, 

But I ſhall follow you through ſome more of theſe your ſup- 
poſed Improbabilities ; and ſhew you they are all as probable as 
theſe. That ſhe ſhould fix upon a Place /o far from home, is one 
of them. That may have been the very Reaſon why ſhe fixed. 
upon it: To me it would have ſeemed much more ſtrange, if 
ſhe had fixed on one that was nearer. The farther off, the farther 
from Detection. 

That Mrs. Velli's Houſe ſhould be particularly hit upon ſeems 
firavge to you. But Mrs. Wells's was a Houſe of evil Fame, and 
there was no other ſuch about the Neighbourhood : The Im- 
probability muſt needs be, therefore, that of their fixing upon 
any other. | | 

We are aſked, How ſhould ſhe know this Houſe, as ſhe 
approached it? No body ever heard that ſke did know it, as ſhe 
approached it: And for the famous Queſtion, How ſhe could, 
among a Number of People, fix upon the Gipſy, whom ſhe had 
particuJarly deſcribed before, as the Perſon that had rebbed her? 


The Anſwer is a very fatal and ſevere one; it is that ſhe had not 
particularly deſcribed her before. It is palpable ſhe never ſpoke 


of 
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Nor had ſhe given any particular Account of her Face; which 

lad ſhe ever ſeen it before, muſt have been remembered; for it 
4 like that of no human Creature. The lower Part of it affected 
boſt remarkably by the Evil: The under Lip of an enormous 
nickneſs: and the Noſe ſuch as never before ſtood in a mortal 
Fountenance. 

8 But theſe are Trifles: You'll give me up all theſe : I know 
pu will ; for you'll do every Thing you muſt. You'll give all 
is and laugh at the Advantage. Theſe are the Outworks ; but 
call overthrow your Citadel. This Evidence of Hall, you 
"Have reſerved to the End; and I have reſerved it too. Let us 
How flate it fairly. I'Il give it all the Strength you can defire ; 
and when I have done ſo, I will ſhew you, but that's unneceſ- 
y; I'll explain to the World, how all its falſe Strength was 


rived to it. Let us here take it in the whole. = 


The Account of the TranſaQion, with reſpect to the Robbery, 
du argue muſt be true, becauſe Canning and Hall relate it both 
Mike. But all Men ſee how weak an Argument that is. I will 
"Hot ſuppoſe Mr. Fielding can be guilty of deſigning to impole 
pon the World in this or any Part of the Caſe which he has 

"publiſhed ; and therefore I will call it only a weak Argument. 


Jet us conſider the Circumſtances under which theſe Accounts 


Mere procured, and we ſhall ſee they could not be otherwiſe than 
Perfectly alike, even tho? they both were falſe. | 
We, who ſuppoſe the Convict innocent, believe the Account 
Canning to be a concerted Plan, long laboured, and well 
"Inculcated. That ſhe ſhould not vary herſelf in the relating it, 
"Will not therefore be wonderful: And I ſhall allow you Council ! 
Hr you are not here acting in any other CharaQter ; that if the 
yidence Hall had made a free and voluntary Confeſſion, without 
Fear, and without Conſtraint, and this Confeſſion had in all Points 
| Confirmed the Account of the other ; and if ſhe had before known 
nothing of her Story; there would have been all the Argument, 
ad all the Weight in it that you would have us grant. 
Eut let me aſk you, Sir, for none know better than you do 
here theſe the Circumſtances of that Confeſſion? I need not aſk 


Po: Your Pamphlet contradicts it. She refaſ:d to confeſs any 


Ich Thing, you tell us ſo yourſelf, throughout fix Hours of firong 
Pollicitatioa, and ſhe conſented to do it at laſt: Why? She ſays, 
ind yoo ſay the lame, it was becauſe ſhe was elle to be proſecuted 
a Felon, | Let 


wet $3 
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F her even as a Gipſy, though no Woman ever poſſeſſed the 


par- Folour and the Character of that ſingular People ſo firongly : 


WH 
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Let us ſuppoſe the Story as we think it: An innocent and an 
ignorant Creature ſaw Perjury ſtrong againſt herſelf : She ſaw a IIea 
Priſon the immediate Conſequence : She ſuppoſed the Oaths that 


Into 
prevailed againſt her Liberty, though innocent, might alſo prevail 1 
againſt her Life, though innocent; and, to ſave herſelf from the Mura 
Effects of this Perjury, ſhe ſubmitted to ſupport the Charge ii In t 
made againſt others: Againſt thoſe whom ſhe ſuppoſed condemned po 
without her Crime, and whom ſhe thought too certain of Deſtruc. EF 
tion to be injured by any Thing ſhe added. Rell 
Thatthis was the Caſe, her own Account, that of the World, he 
and even yours, concur to prove; nay, and the very Conſequen- fed 
ces prove it. If ſhe had ſworn the Truth at this Time, is it, or Min: 
can it be ſuppoſed, that, unawed and untempted {for I had no he 
Authority, and the Lord Mayor has Teftimony that he uſed! h 
none with her) is it to be ſuppoſed that ſhe would have gore 
back from it ro Falſhood ? And that ſhe would have done this at 
a Time when it might have been deſtructive to herſelf ; and 
when it could only tend to let looſe upon her thoſe whom ſhe had 
injured, and thoſe whom ſhe always affected ar leaſt to fear? Ci 
Certainly ſhe would not. There could be in Nature no Motive 
to her doing it; and the moſt irrational do not act without ſone 
Impulſe. 1 
But let us aſk the Queſtion on the other Part! We ſhall then 
find it anſwered eaſily. Let us ſuppoſe we ſee, for tis moſt cer 
tain we do ſee ſuch a one, a Perſon who had been awed, by her - PD. 
Ignorance, and Fears, into ſwearing a Falſhood ; after having 
firſt voluntarily declared, in the ſame Caſe, that which was the 
Truth: We ſee her conſcious that, by that Oath, ſhe had 
procured the Sentence of Death againſt a Perſon whom ſhe knew . 
to be innocent; and we fhall not wonder at the Conſequence, 
Who is there lives, io abandoned, that he can ſay he never felta 1 
Pang of Conſcience? The Ideot, the Atheiſt would in vain 0 
attempt to perſuade Men of it. Suppoſe what ſhe had thus 
ſworn to be falſe, as there are now a Multiplicity of Proofs that fh 
it all was falſe, what are we to imagine muſt be the Conſequences? 2 
20) 
Fc 
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Unqueſtionably, Terror, Anguiſn, and Remorſe; Wiſhes to 
ſpeak, and Eagerneſs to do it. Where is the Wonder then that 
ſhe ſhould ſnatch at the firſt Opportunity; that ſhe ſhould be 
perſuaded to do it, even by the moſt Uneloquent ! Where the 
Wonder that ſhe ſhould thus go back into that Truth which ſhe 
bad lately denied; and when ſhe had confeſſed the Perjury, de- 
clare and teſtiſy, for ſhe did mach more than declare it, her 
Heart 8 


nd n 3 32 4 

ſaw a Heart at Eaſe from that which had been a Burden and a Diftrefs 

s that Intolerable and inſupportable. al 

revall This ſhe declares to be the Fact, and what can be more natu- 

m the ural > There is as much Face of Truth in her Recantation ſeen 

rge it 0 in thisLight, as there would be Abſurdity, if it were looked 

mned pon in acother. 

ſtruc. bh) | But their Informations, you repeat, are ſo alike! Sir, I mult 
"Rell you, they are too like: Why do not you allo ſee it? Indeed 

Vorld, he Term /ike is improper ; they are not like, for they are in Ef- 


& 


quen · ect the ſame: And farther, which is an Obſervation that muſt 
it, or ing ſomewhere, tho' theſe their Informations are thus like, 
ad no heir Evidence upon the Trial as not ſo. That we may know 
e uſed! Fvhether theſe could be ſa like, without having a common Truth 
> gore for their Foundation, let us examine into the Circumſtances. 
his at 1 Had Virtue Hall ever heard the Story of Canning before ſhe 
3 and "Wave this Information? For if ſhe had, allowing it all to be falſe, 
he had he would aſſuredly make it like her's, by repeating the ſame 
fear! Circumſtances. Let us enquire then, whether ſhe had ever heard 
lotive he Story? Yes, ſhe had heard it many times. It appears by 
t ſome her Account, and by the Concurrence of all other Teſtimonies, 
Fat ſhe had heard it from Canning's own Mouth at Enfield on 
| then he 1ſt of February; on the ſame Day alſo ſhe ſays ſhe heard 
| cer- It, and undoubtedly ſhe did, at Mr. Ty/emaker's : For, eight 


by her Pays after this, the Story of this Canning, as herſelf had repeat- 


naving id it now twice in the Hearing of this Hall, was publiſhed in the 
vas the News- Papers, to raiſe Subſcriptions. ' Hall can read; or, if ſhe 
e had ould not, ſhe had Ears, and ſhe muſt nave heard this from all 
knew Who came to her. | L 5 
uence. 
r felta © 
n vain 
d thus was examined by Mr. Fielding. There, as himſelf informs us, 
fs that "the was under Examination trom Six to Twelve at Night; and 
ences? then, after many hard Struggles and ſtout Denials, (ſuch are his 
hes to own Words) ſhe did, what? why, ſhe put her Mark to an In- 
-n that formation, and ſwore what it contained was true. What it con- 
uld be tained was the ſame that contained which had before been ſwora 
Te the by Canning. The ſame Perſon drew both; and that not the 
ich ſhe + Magiſtrate, no, nor his Clerk: Who then ?—why, the Attorney 
y, de- who was engaged to manage the Proſecution. 

t, her Now, Syllogiſt, where is your Argument! Can two Perſons 
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Thing be falſe ? Yes certainly, if one has heard the other 
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Story. As certainly if the ſame Hand drew up both the Infor- I 


mations, and both that ſwear are perjured. This is the true State 2 | wh 


tim 


not ſatisfied with a few Queſtions. 
Let thoſe who would know this examine the pri 


ce 
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did it not take that Effect on you? Are you convinced now that 
ſee it here? Speak freely ; and anſwer to the World this one 
plain Queſtion, Was it your Head, or what was it, that played | 
you falſe before? mY 
None will wonder, Sir, that Informations thus taken, and 
under theſe Circumſtances, ſhould agree in all Things, even tho' 
both were fzlſe ; nor was it poſſible for the Jury, on hearing the 
Evidence of beth agreeing in general with theſe Informations, to) 
do other than find the Accuſed guilty. None wondered at it, nor | . 
will wonder: None were ever weak enough, or wicked enough, 
to reflect upon them. But altho' they ſaw nothing to contradi& |? 
the Truth of all this Swearing, you did, and you acknowledge 
it: You acknowledge there came before you ſomething to con- 
tradiò it, and it deſerved its Weight. 8 
Canning's Story appeared improbable ; all, reſted upon tbe 
Evidence of Hall: And there was given to you, againſt that 
Evidence, the Oath of Judith Natus, one not belonging to the 1H 
Giplies, and whom you have not any Reaſon to apprehend he 
belonging 2 


So, 
3 "; 46 
N. 
7 
* 
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bclonging to them; an honeſt Woman, Wife of an honeſt 
Labourer, who, with her Huſband, lay in the very Room, in 
"X which the Girl pretended to have been confined, during the whole 
time of that alledged Confinement. Here was the Evidence of 


itten 1 a a Perſon of honeſt Character, and quite d iſintereſted, againſt that 
they of Virtue Hall, confeſſed of bad Character, and deeply intereſted. 
cen This Oath, Sir, you will find was Truth: It will be ſeen: It 


ryal. In the mean time, let me, in the Name of Virtue and Impar- 
into tiality, ak the whole World whether this free Oath of an uncon- 
2X cerned Perſon, or the hardly-obtained Information of one who 


ipſy. or a Priſon, deſerves the moſt Reſpect? 
ce in Youaſk, Sir, why this Wongg. and with her this Huſband, 


. were not produced upon the Tf? You tell us you can give but 
z but one Anſwer to this, and that you conceal]. Sir, I can give another, 

n. Y and it ſhall ſtand openly. The Reaſon is a plain, and 'tis a 

nced 


F dreadful ore. They were ſubpzna'd, and they were ready at the 
. Court; but the Mob without doors had been ſo exaſperated 


ere a againſt all that ſhould appear on the Part of the Accuſed, that 
'em they were prevented from getting in, and treated themſelves like 
now, by Criminals, | 

why This is now known, notoriouſly and generally known; nor is 
that the Cauſe a Secret. The Publick were perjudiced in the moſt 
er unfair Manner: Nor the Publick only. Printed Papers were 
ayed 


1 handed about the Court at the time of the Tryal, calculated to 


! = Impartiality the publick Juſtice was to depend. I do not ſuppoſe 
they took ſuch Effect; but that this was the Deſign is plain. It 
woas an Inſolence unprecedented, and ſurely will never be again 
” attempted, x 
II Means like theſe were uſed within-doors, we cannot doubt 
e enough were employed without; nor wonder that thoſe who 
could have proved the Innocence of the Accuſed were inſulted, 
—# terrified, and driven away. Tis eaſy to know what muſt be the 
* — of the Guiltleſs, when only thoſe are to appear who accuſe 
them. | 
Y Such is the State, and the exact State, of that Caſe, into 
5 which a Suſpicion of Miſinformation at firſt, a Confeſſion of 
Peꝛrjury afterwards, and accumulated Proofs in Support of that 
Conſeſfion, have engaged the Lord Mayor of the City of London 
to enquire, certainly in a — and laudable Manner, even after 


1 the 
* | 


' will be proved that it was ſo, by Evidence the molt inconteſtible. 


Was intereſted, and had the Alternative only of that Information ; 


eenflame every body againſt the Accuſed ; even thoſe on whoſe 
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Tryal. The Enquiry has anſwered all his Lordſhip's Expectati- 
ons; the Evidence is clear, and the Proof is full. But for this 'Y | 
his impartial Enquiry, made for the ſake of Juſtice only, he is 

attacked by Calumny and private Perjudice : The Envious hint 
he mult be intereſted in it; while others, whoſe Honour is as fa 
beneath his, as their Abilities are inferior, wiſh the Convict 
guilty, that he may ſink into an Equality. That Magiſtrate is 
too well informed of the Reſpe& due to his Sovereign, not to lay 
all the Evidences firſt before him; afterwards the whole World 
will ſee them: And it is on Certainty and Knowledge I ſpeak, 
who now tell them, that, when they do ſee them, they will be 
convinced at full. 1 9 
In the mean time, it is not neceſſary that others ſhould be Ro 
blamed. Thoſe who are of the contrary Opinion maintain it, ⁶ 
becauſe they are ignorant what are the Proofs on which the 
Innocence of the Convict is ſupported. Every Magiſtrate who | 
has enquired into the Story has a Right to Praiſe from the World Ev. 
for that Enquiry: He has a Right to this, and in Proportion, 
not to the Succeſs, for that was not in his Hands, but to the 
Pains which he has taken, and the Impartiality by which he has 
been governed, in the Endeavour. Thoſe who ſet on foot the |" 
Contribution, engaged in it beyond a Doubt as an Act of juſſice 
and of Virtue ; it is moſt certain that they have had no other 
Motive: That they have impoſed on is as certain; but for that 
others muſtbe anſwerable. If it were Juſtice to eſtabliſh the Sub- 
ſcription, all was Charity and Benevolence in thoſe who encouraged 
and promoted it; nor is their Generoſity, the Motive to which is ſo |" 
| Palpable and ſo noble, at all affected by the ill Uſe to which it 
might have been applied. — 
What is the real Caſe, with reſpe& to the Girl, Heaven and 
her own Conſcience only (at leaſt I hope they only) know. I 
have no Right to aſſert any Thing, nor do: And my Opinion 
cannot hurt her. There does appear to have been a Conſpiracy, 
and a moſt foul and black one: It is poſſible, at leaſt, there may 
have been ſuch ; this her Friends muſt allow; and ſhe who has 
Certainly accuſed, and perſecuted to the utmoſt, an innocnnt 
Perſon, whether it hath been ignorantly or deſignedly, cannot 
expect ſhe ſhall eſcape the Suſpicion. That Squires is Guiltleſs is . 
bey ond all doubt: That Canning was not confined in the Houſe 
of Melli is as much beyond all Poſſibility of doubting. She F* 
appears to have proceeded wilfully: But there is a Poſſibility ſhe 
may have done it ignorantly; and the World will be glad, for 
her 


ti- 'J own Sake, that ſhe could prove it a Miſtake ; horrible as it will 
his | | 
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appear even in that Conſideration. | g 
Thus ſtands the Whole: And upon this Foundation reſts the 
Innocence of the unhappy Convict. What greater Proof can 


far Innocence require? What greater can it admit! Who is there 
ict Hurſelves that might not, by the ſame Artifice, have been 
e is gccuſed, and by the ſame Evidence convicted of the Crime? Or 
lay ho is there, had he been ſo accuſed, that could have brought a 
rid fuller Proof of Innocence? I cannot queſtion, but that the Im- 
ak, Ws dartial will be convinced ! But would all were impartial. 

be Men hear that all which has been told them, eoncerning the 


onvid's being in another Place at the Time of the alledged 
be Robbery, has been ſince diſcovered to be falſe. I, who have 
it, old them all that related to the Atteſtation of her being ſo, do 
the Mow aſſure them, that there has been no ſuch Diſcovery. Nothing 
as happened to take one Grain from the Weight of any of thoſe 


hany Things, to countenance, ſupport, and prove their Truth. 
Falſities innumerable have been, indeed, deviſed by the Intereſted, 
has ęeceived by the Credulous, and propagated by the Malicious ; 
hat who is there to be found, that wil! himſelf atteſt any the 
Faſt Circumſtance that they pretend? | | oi 
T have been told, that the Lord Mayor had given up the Cauſe, 
Inding all Perjury that had been brought before him: T hereis 


ub- | Wo Truth in any Part of this. The Lord Mayor never altered 


ged is Opinion; he is convinced by Proof of what he firſt gueſſed 
sſo rom Reaſon: And his Lordſhip will, as ſoon as that is proper, 
hit !Fonvince all the World. 

II have been told the Viear of. Aöbbofſbury is, or has been, in 
and Town. There is no Truth in this. That he has contradicted 
What I have ſaid concerning him: Neither is there in this: On 
the contrary, he has certified it all in a Letter to a noble Lord, a 
Letter which you, Mr. Fielding, know of ; and that noble Per- 
nay ſonage alſo countenances, by his Character of this Gentleman, 
has ll that his Conduct in the Matter had before ſpoken in his 
ont | Favour. 

It has been ſaid that the Certificates and Affidavits in the Lord 
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fs is Mayor's Hands, ſent up from Abborſbury, and atteded by this 


1 entleman, and by the Church-wardens and Overſeers of the 


1 ariſh, are forged. There is no Truth in this Report, nor the 

Peaſt Shadow of Foundation for it: They are confirmed. *Tis 

1 

4 aid the Letters from that Gentleman are forged ; They ON 
authen- 
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Eovidences, on which I founded the Opinion; but many, very 
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authenticated. That the Church-wardens and Overſeers men. 
tioned in thoſe Papers are, or have been, in Town, and contra. 
dict the whole: I his alſo is wholly untrue ; not one of then 
either has been here, or has contradicted, by Letter, or any 
ether Way, any Part of that Evidence: All ſtands on the ful 
Credit that it did. It has been ſaid, that an Exciſeman, now in 
Town, whoſe Evidence is in itſelf ſufficient, and is a new Teſti 
mony of Truth in all the other's, had undergone a previou 
Examination by a Gentleman, whom they even dare to name, 
before he was ſeen by the Lord Mayor: I have Authority from 
that Gentleman to declare, that this alſo is wholly falſe. And I, 
on Monday, heard the Man himielf ſay, he never ſaw him, ill 
in the Lord Mayor's Preſcence. It has been lafily ſaid, that the 
Recantation of Virtue Hall was not taken in a candid and fait 
Manner by the Lord Mayor himſelf. Where will Slander ſtop, 
when it dares riſe to this! All I have ſeen of that was perfect 
fair, and moſt particularly candid : And it was a happy Precaution 
the Lord Mayor uſed, never to ſpeak with her alone. | 

Theſe are the Stories I have heard; they are related bold]y; 
and they are enough in Number. They are enough to plead in 
full Excuſe for thoſe which have been wavering in their Opinion; 
and they will be found enough to condemn their Authors, nay, 
and the buſy Propagators of them too, to everlaſting Ignominy, 
No more can be declared at this Time than I have told; but! 
mall conclude this, as I have done the other Accounts which! 

have given of theſe Praceedings, with aſſuring thoſe who pay me 
the Attention of reading it, that the Truth will appear, and that 
ſoon ; under ſuch Proof, as will do immortal Honour to the 
Magiſtrate who has diſcovered it ; will condemn to Shame and 
Confuſion all wha, have diſingenuouſly oppoſed it; and will, a 
once, aſtoniſh, and convince the World. | 


